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President’s Message 
By Roger Shults 
 
Spring is here with its promise of new life, blooming flowers, and longer  
day light hours. Maybe the warmer weather will bring some out of  
hibernation and back to regular meeting attendance. Most of all we  
hope it is also the harbinger of new business opportunities that will  
burst forth from stalled projects and old quotes.   
 
The end of this ASHRAE year is clearly in view and we will close out the  
meeting year with dinner meeting presentations that contain important  
information, two interesting site visits, the chapter’s first PDH Seminar, our annual Golf Outing, and a 
year ending social activity. So then we have a lot of planned activity plus continuing work on chapter 
goals set at the beginning of the year.  I offer hearty thanks to all who have contributed to the 
planning effort by making arrangements with their contacts and following through on their 
commitments. 
       
The 2012-2013 slate of Officers and Board of Governors was presented during last month’s meeting and 
they are as follows: 
Officers 
 President     Jim Sarno 
 President Elect Scott Smith 
 Treasurer  John Tellefsen 
 Secretary  Chris Lambert 
 
Board of Governors 
 Chris Phelan 
 Dave Halko 
 Dorrie Mecurio 
 Jim Rosetti 
 Roger Shults 
 
The PDH Seminar being held in April is timely because of the new requirements in New Jersey. The 
consensus among the officers and Board of Governors is that we are offering this as a service to our 
membership. Because of the generosity of DLB Associates, in opening its offices to New Jersey ASHRAE 
for this event, we avoid significant cost and are able to share the benefit with you in the form of a 
minimal attendance fee. Helpfulness like this, from concerned organizations, has enabled the chapter 
to offer meaningful programs over the years and is always appreciated. On behalf of the officers and 
Board of Governors many thanks to the principals of DLB Associates.  
 
In closing let me encourage you to review the information that follows in the pages of this newsletter 
about how ASHRAE’s Research efforts pay off. The few examples cited point to practical and bottom 
line impact that research results have on business operations.  This is a good reason why the 
companies we work for and the customers we serve should be concerned that this important research 
continues. There is no better way to demonstrate concern than by financially supporting its activities.  
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Speaker Bio / Overview: 
Speaker: John Lanni, P.E.LEED AP 
          Managing Director 
  DLB Associates 
  Eatontown, NJ 
Topic: ASHRAE’s Groundbreaking Environmental Class Changes 
Overview: Coincident with the historical importance of RELIABILITY, every data center 
operator is now sensitized to the importance of ENERGY CONSUMPTION within the 
whitespace and beyond to its supporting infrastructure. 
 
When evaluating these two potentially contradictory missions, it’s important to employ a 
holistic approach so the full spectrum of possibilities can be considered. Many of the 
measures required for decreasing energy consumption require fundamental changes to 
current or planned operational modes and the impact must be viewed through the lens of 
IT equipment functionality. 
 
Ultimately, the questions that keeps responsible data center operators up at night when 
considering operational changes: 
1) Did I cause an expensive outage? 
2) Did I void a warranty on expensive equipment? 
 
John Lanni is a Managing Director and mechanical engineer at DLB Associates in Eatontown, 
NJ.  During his 20-year career John has been a project manager on many commercial, 
industrial, process and mission critical facilities, including a number of Google Data 
Centers.   
 
Recently, John successfully completed the design, construction and commissioning of the 
Google Data Center in Ghlin, Belgium.  This greenfield facility featured chiller-less modular 
cooling and the innovative reuse of canal water for technical cooling duty.   
 
John has provided significant contributions to the ASHRAE TC 9.9 Datacom Series 
Publications, such as the recently published Green Tips for Data Centers and as well as 
presenting and participating at industry events like Datacenter Dynamics. 

Chapter 
Members  

Member 
Promotion 

Student 
Activities 

Research 
Promotion 

History 
Chapter 

Operations 
CTTC 

NJ Chapter 
PAOE Point 

Total 

- Min = 500 Min = 300 Min = 800 Min = 100 Min = 300 Min = 450 - 

- Par = 800 Par = 500 Par = 1050 Par = 300 Par = 600 Par = 850 - 

691 450 160 335 0 750 300 1995 

2011—2012 Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) Summary 
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Message From The Editor 
By Jim Sarno 
 
Welcome to our March 2012 Edition. Below are some highlights that are contained in this months 
Newsletter; 
 
The details for the tour of the Ice Plant at the PruCenter on April 11th can be found on page 10. 
 
The PDH Seminar Day will be held on April 19th in Eatontown, NJ at the offices of DLB Associates. 
Attendees will be able to receive six (6) PDH’s if they attend the entire event. Information can be 
found on pages 11 and 12.  
 
Please note that Pre-registration is required for both the Prudential Center Tour and the PDH 
Seminar Day and no registration will be available at the door. This is due to limited space and we 
need to have a firm head count of attendees prior to the events to supply to our hosts.  
 
The Ferreira Construction Net-Zero Building Tour date is being finalized with information to 
follow in next months Thermogram.  
 
For those of you that asked; the presentations from the last two dinner meetings have been 
received and will be posted on the NJ ASHRAE website under the Presentations tab.  
 
Certificates of Attendance will be posted for attendees at our meetings on the chapters website. 
Several members have inquired about these and they are in the process of being completed. As 
many of you know, ASHRAE is a volunteer organization and as such the Chapter can always use 
help with assisting at various tasks. If you are interested, feel free to reach out to a Chapter 
officer of BOG member for more information.  
 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions, feel free to email me. I can be reached at 
jsarno@ksi-pe.com 

Calendar of Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Date Speaker Theme Location 

April 11, 2012 
Visit to Prudential Center 
& Dinner @ Brick City 

Bar & Grill 
Ice Plant Newark, NJ 

April 19, 2012 PDH Seminar PDH’s Eatontown, NJ 

May 1, 2012 
Energy Conservation—NJ 

Clean Energy Program  
With Local Case Studies 

Installation of New 
Officers & Scholarship 

Awards 

Renaissance Hotel, Iselin, 
NJ 

May 2012 
Visit to Ferreira 

Construction  
Net Zero Bldg Visit 

Net Zero Branchburg, NJ 

June 2012 - Spouse’s Night To Be Determined 
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Summary Of Board Of Governors Meeting Minutes February 2012 
By: John Tellefsen, PE 
      NJ ASHRAE Secretary 
 
 The January 2012 Treasurer’s report as amended was read and reviewed and accepted. 
 
 The February 2012 Treasurer’s report was read and reviewed and accepted. 
 
 Student Activities: The previous Wednesday, there was a student chapter meeting at NJIT. 
 
 CTTC: Meeting speakers: April – Speaker on Data Centers; May: Energy Roundtable. 
 
 Refrigeration: There is scheduled to be a tour of Newark Prudential arena refrigeration plant on 

Wednesday, April 11. 
 
 Scholarship: March 16, 2012 is the due date for the NJ ASHRAE scholarship applications. 
 
 Research Promotion: Roger sent out messages to solicit participation for the ASHRAE Research 

funds. 
 
 Old business:  Board wants to keep attention on electronic records for chapter documents. 
 
 New business:  

Look at PAOE points to see where there are opportunities. 
All day seminar with PDH credits in April 19, 2012 from 8:30 AM to 4 PM. The goal is to keep it 
cost effective for Members and to present PDH credits. 
 

 President’s report: Roger indicated that we need to get more people involved to fill committee 
positions as a way to spread out the work. 

Treasurers Update 
By Scott Smith, PE 
 
The Treasurers Report for the month of February was presented to the BOG and all 
accounts are in good standing.  

 
Looking ahead to the May 1, 2012 Meeting... 

 
The topic will be Energy Conservation—NJ Clean Energy Program  

With Local Case Studies 
 

The list of speakers includes: 
Rudy Bohince , Doug Shattuck  and Glenn Gerboth  
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Generating Common HVAC symbols 
By: John Tellefsen, PE 
 
There are some symbols that we all use more or less regularly in the HVAC related work. Two 
of these are the degree (°) symbol and the plus/minus (±) symbol. This works on Microsoft 
Word, Microsoft Excel, AutoCAD, Microstation, Notepad, etc. You can also use the symbols 
from the Character Map located in the Microsoft System Tools, but if you want the symbol in 
your current font use the technique described below. 
 
Getting the degrees (°) symbol 
The symbol for degrees is the little “O”. People have used the superscript “o” to get the 
degree symbol. This does get an equivalent degrees symbol but is lost when copying the text as 
unformatted text. And people also have written the word out or shortened the word to “deg.”. 
 
The proper way to get the degree symbol is described as follows:  When wishing to use the 
degree symbol, press on the key <alt>. While continuing to press the <alt> key , enter the 
following number keys on the numeric keyboard - 0, then 1, then 7 and then 6. Stop pressing 
the <alt> key and you will see the degrees (°) symbol. Note that this will not work on the 
numbers keys on the top of your keyboard. 
 
Getting the plus-minus (±) symbol 
The proper way to get the plus-or-minus (±) symbol is described as follows:  When wishing to 
use the plus-or-minus symbol, press on the key <alt>. While continuing to press the <alt> key , 
enter the following number keys on the numeric keyboard - 0, then 1, then 7 and then 7 again. 
Stop pressing  the <alt> key and you will see the plus-or-minus (±) symbol. Note that this will 
not work on the numbers keys on the top of your keyboard. 
 
Try experimenting with other keyboard combinations to get other symbols. You can see these 
keystroke equivalents in the Character Map under the typical fonts such as Arial. 

The 2012-2013 Slate of Officers and Board of Governors is as follows: 
Officers 

President—Jim Sarno 
President Elect - Scott Smith 
Treasurer - John Tellefsen 
Secretary - Chris Lambert 

 
Board of Governors 

Dave Halko 
Dorrie Mecurio 
Chris Phelan 
Jim Rosetti 
Roger Shults 

 
Installation of new Officers and BOG Members will take place at the May Meeting 
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Message From Membership Chair 
By Scott Smith 
 
To my Fellow ASHRAE Member, 
 
First, I’d like to thank all of you for your support.  We appreciate  
your attendance at Chapter meetings and other participation, and  
would like to do whatever we can to make your membership experience beneficial.   
Please contact me if there is anything I can do ssmith@accuspecinc.com . 
 
Are You An Associate Who Wants to Advance to Member? 
 
If you have 12 or more years experience in the HVACR field, you can advance from 
Associate to Member.  To do so,  you must update your ASHRAE bio online, and 
notify membership@ashrae.org that you have an updated bio and wish to be considered for 
grade advancement. 
 
Steps for updating your biography: 
Log into www.ashrae.org by selecting 'Join or Login' in the upper right corner. Enter your 
email address and password then select 'Sign In.' 
1. Hover over the 'Membership & Conferences' tab and select 'My Membership.' 
2. Under 'Manage Personal Information,' select 'Change Your Address/View or Edit Your 
Profile.'  
3. Select the 'Edu. Pro. Reg' link located in the blue font above your name. Add all of your 
educational history, relevant professional licenses and work history. 
Confirm that your contact information is current by clicking on 'Contact Info.' 

Thank you and Regards, 
Scott Smith 

Upcoming Events of Interest 
 

An new feature that the Chapter is trying out is including the meeting information 
of other organizations of which our members may have an interest in attending.  

 
If you have a notification or listing you would like to have included, please email 

the information to Jim Sarno. In all cases, be sure and check with the hosting group 
regarding sign up details.  

 

NJ ASPE  -  Website 
Next ASPE Meeting is April 17, 2012 and the Guest Speaker will be Marl Girgenti 
from Burt Process Equipment RainEx and the topic is Rainwater Recalamation. 

 
Meetings held at Dominics located at 453 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001.  
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Meeting Recap 
Topic: Boiler and Generator Fuel Oil Pumping and Distribution 

Presenter: Ed Twiss, PE 
Held March 6, 2012 at the Woodbridge Hilton 

 
Many thanks to Ed for presenting a fresh look at an old topic that has seen a resurgence in 
recent years and that is the handling of fuel oil.  
 
Ed’s presentation contained many helpful tips and rules of thumb with regard to pumping 
basics, the various types of applications along with pump set selection, system design but 
especially the proper use of day tanks and maintenance of the fuel oil while stored.  
 
A link to a pdf of Ed’s presentation will be posted on the NJ ASHRAE Website under the 
Presentation tab.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured (L to R) John Tellefsen, Scott Smith,  
Ed Twiss, Roger Shults 
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NJ Chapter Tour of The Ice Plant At  
Prudential Center 

Wednesday, April 11, 2012 beginning at 4:00pm 
The Prudential Center is located at: 

165 Mulberry Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 

 
The PruCenter is conveniently located only two blocks from Penn Station so consider  

mass transit (PATH, NJ Transit, Amtrak, Light Rail) when planning your trip.  
 

For those attendees who will be driving, parking can be found in the nearby lots. 
There is no event planned at the PruCenter the day of the tour.  

 
Information regarding the PruCenter can be found here.  

 
Please note the start time of the tour. This is done in conjunction with our host as well as to assist 

attendees in missing the bulk of the nightly traffic when traveling to this event.  
 

Park in the garage and the group should come in the red door at the Devils way entrance 
where we will all meet.  

 
After the completion of the tour, attendees are welcome to dine with the group at the Brick City 
Bar & Grill located across from the Pru Center. The tour is free but the dinner afterwards will be 
charged on a per person basis and will be collected the night of the event. A link to the Brick City 

Bar & Grill is here. Payment for dinner  
must be cash or check only.  

 
Pre-registration is required and the 

deadline is  April 4, 2012.  
To RSVP click HERE.  
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update 
ASHRAE Launches Building Labeling Program – Helps Building Owners Save 

Energy 
Energy use is one of the highest operating costs for building owners. It is also the most controllable. To help 
owners reduce their energy costs, a new building labeling program is available that not only rates buildings 
according to the in-operation energy use but also provides owners with suggested measures that can improve 
energy efficiency. 
  
The Building Energy Quotient (bEQ) program assigns to buildings an energy usage quotient based on 
completion of an in-operation assessment that includes an ASHRAE Level I Energy Audit.  ASHRAE, a building 
technology society with more than 50,000 members worldwide, is the developer of bEQ. 
  
“bEQ lets a commercial building owner zero in on opportunities to lower building operating cost and make 
informed decisions to increase value,” Tom Phoenix, P.E., a consulting engineer in Greensboro, N.C., who 
chairs the bEQ committee, said.  “The ultimate goal of the program is to encourage more energy efficient 
buildings and give owners more control over rising energy costs.”     
  
The key component of the program is the in-operation assessment and the ASHRAE Level I Energy Audit, 
which serves as the industry standard for determining a building’s energy use and producing an actionable 
plan to improve building performance. 
  
For more information on bEQ, visit www.buildingenergyquotient.com and http://ow.ly/9ywev 
  

ASHRAE Members Play Crucial Role in California Regulatory Proceedings 
ASHRAE has 3,200 members in California, so when just a handful of them speak out to policymakers, it 
carries a great weight behind it. To wit, many a member made their voices known to the California Energy 
Commission (CEC) in late February. 
  
The CEC called an “emergency” hearing, held February 27, on a proposed state rule that, if adopted, would 
prohibit engineers, commissioning agents, and other licensed professionals from performing acceptance 
tests, while allowing only testing, adjusting, and balancing (TAB) agents and electrical contractors to 
perform such tests. This measure runs counter to existing regulations, which allow a much greater field – 
including engineers and commissioning agents – of individuals to perform the test. Licensed engineers, 
commissioning agents, control contractors, general contractors, and other parties uniquely qualified to 
analyze test results relative to the building envelope would be prohibited from conducting these 
assessments. As a result, the number of individuals permitted to perform these tests would be restricted 
dramatically, which, consequently, might raise the costs of compliance, while, coincidentally, diminish the 
effectiveness of these tests. Moreover, the proposal would unreasonably prohibit engineers and other 
individuals from performing duties that they are indeed well-qualified to do. In short, adopting the provisions 
outlined by this proposal would impose a restraint-of-trade restriction upon engineers and commissioning 
agents to the benefit of TAB contractors, air balance agents, and electrical contractors – the very individuals 
installing the equipment the effectiveness of which they would be sanctioned to guarantee. 
  
As initially drafted in 2005, mechanical testing requirements were collaboratively drafted by a broad group 
of stakeholders. At that time, TAB contractors and balancing agents declined to participate in the process, 
but now, had jumped in to aggressively pursue revisions solely to their constituencies’ narrow commercial 
advantage. Conversely, engineers and commissioning agents were actively involved in the development of 
these standards and consistently reached out to the aforementioned industries and were met with little 
interest or expertise. 
  
In the days leading up to the hearing, as the hearing commenced, and shortly thereafter, several ASHRAE 
members and their firms submitted comments to the CEC – far outnumbering proponents of the measure. In 
addition, ASHRAE Fellow Mark Hydeman testified in person before the CEC to express his and his firm’s 
(Taylor Engineering, LLC) opposition to the measure. Two chapters of the Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning 
Technical Services (SMACNA) noted their opposition to the proposal, as they shared the belief that testing 
responsibilities should not be limited to TAB technicians. 
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; continued 
 

ASHRAE Members Play Crucial Role in California Regulatory Proceedings 
  
The measure’s supporting organizations also offered their collective rationale for moving the regulation 
forward by emphasizing the number of certified individuals and firms that are available to do acceptance 
tests and asserting their intention to certify design professionals. 
  
According to ASHRAE members in attendance, it seemed clear that CEC members supported quality control of 
some kind, including minimum experience and, possibly, certification, and that they collectively oppose 
narrowing the field to TAB technicians. 
  
This is all to say that ASHRAE members can – and should – get involved in public policymaking to protect 
the profession and, on a broader scale, to promote the ASHRAE advocacy agenda. To learn how you or your 
chapter can be more engaged in grassroots government relations at the state, provincial, or local levels, 
please contact ASHRAE’s Government Relations Office at WashDC@ashrae.org. 
  

EPA Not Currently Planning to Expand GHG Limits to Smaller Emitters 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is, for the moment, not planning on expanding its 
greenhouse gas (GHG) limits and requirements to smaller buildings and emitters. Instead, they intend to keep 
GHG-permitting thresholds at current levels. EPA also plans to refine the GHG-permitting process.  
  
More information on EPA’s proposals, including a summary factsheet, are available at www.epa.gov/NSR/
actions.html#2012. Click on the links under 2012 “Proposed Step 3 for the GHG Tailoring Rule Continues to 
Focus Permitting on the Largest Emitters”. 
  

High-Level Senate Chairman Releases Clean Energy Standard Legislation 
Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee Chairman Jeff Bingaman introduced his long-awaited Clean 
Energy Standard Act of 2012 (S.2146). Beginning in 2015, the bill would require that at least 24% of the 
electricity utilities sell to consumers be obtained from clean sources, such as wind, solar, nuclear, natural 
gas, and coal with carbon capture and storage. This percentage ramps up by 3% each year until 2035, when 
the requirement tops out at 84%. 
  
Small utilities are exempted from the requirements. A credit system is also employed in which clean energy 
producers would be given clean energy credits for producing clean energy. These credits can be banked 
indefinitely, transferred, traded, or sold to other utilities to enable those utilities to meet the clean energy 
requirements. 
  
A press release, fact sheets, and bill text can all be found at http://ow.ly/9yCtR. 
  

Report Shows Efficiency Standards Save Consumers, Businesses More Than 
$1.1 Trillion 

A new report from the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) and the Appliance 
Standards Awareness Project shows what many of us knew in our hearts – energy standards save money – and 
the cumulative effect is significant. How significant? According to the report, “Taking into account products 
sold from the inception of each national standard through 2035, existing standards will net consumers and 
business more than $1.1 trillion in savings cumulatively.” 
  
One of the other big points to tell your friends: Standards can save a typical household $30,000 over 45 years. 
  
Interested in learning more? See the press release with a link to the report (free registration may be 
required) at http://ow.ly/9yEKu. 
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; continued   
 

Improvements to Energy Consumption Surveys Suggested in New National 
Academies Study 

The Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) and Residential Energy Consumption Survey 
(RECS) are two of the most important data instruments used by the building industry. Each of the surveys are 
designed to provide nationally representative samples of commercial and residential building energy use, 
respectively, in the United States. CBECS and RECS data are used by building standards, labeling programs, 
the real estate community, federal agencies and programs, Congress, state and local governments, and many 
others to understand building energy consumption. 
  
At the request of the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), which oversees these surveys, a panel of 
the National Research Council (part of the National Academies), examined the current and expected future 
use of the surveys and provided recommended improvements. 
  
To view the study, visit http://ow.ly/9yIAA (free registration required). 
  

New Report Examines How Science & Engineering Data Are Communicated 
in the Information Age 

The Information Age has revolutionized daily life – but how has this impacted the ways in which science and 
engineering data are communicated? A new National Research Council report examined this very question, 
and provided recommendations to improve the National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics’ 
collection and dissemination of science and engineering information. 
  
To view the report, visit http://ow.ly/9yJcy (free registration required).  
  

Energy Information Administration Invites Feedback on New Website 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) is trying out a redesign of its Website, and is looking for 
your feedback. Check out the new Website at www.eia.gov/beta.  
 
 

 Consumer Interest in Renewable & Cleaner Energy Dips – Many Still 
Support, Report Finds 

A nationally representative survey sample of 1,000 U.S. adults in the fourth quarter of 2011 found waning 
interest and increased negatively towards a broad array of renewable and cleaner energy options. Could this 
be an impact from the elections, or something more? 
  
To view the report, visit http://ow.ly/9gRU9. You may need to complete the free registration prior to 
downloading and viewing the report. 
  
  

$98 Million for Building Energy Codes & Standards Could be Coming to DOE 
Under the President’s budget request to Congress for fiscal year 2013, the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Building Energy Codes and Standards Program would receive $98 million, and the Building Technologies 
Program (under which the Codes and Standards Program falls) would receive $310 million – an increase of 41 
percent over what the Building Technologies Program received in FY 2012. 
  
What this all means is that building energy codes and standards are inching – and some may say leaping – their 
way into prominence. While the President’s budget might not be fully enacted by Congress, his message does 
have an impact on policymaking, and his message is that building energy codes and standards are critically 
important, and the federal government has an interest in increasing its involvement. 
  
For additional information on the President’s FY 2013 budget request, visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/
omb. 
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; continued   
  

At the Chapter Level, You Can Take Action on Public Policy 
Consider these facts: 

 ASHRAE’s Government Affairs staff are tracking nearly 1,250 bills at the state level. 

 Beyond the state level, there are close to 20,000 municipal governments – most of which have their own 
processes for enacting ordinances and adopting regulations. 
Similarly, there are 10 Canadian provinces and three territories – and their respective cities and towns. 

Add this all up and you have a lot of ground to cover. 
  
That said, you – as ASHRAE members, ASHRAE chapters, and as technical experts – can make an impact on 
what’s going on in your communities policy-wise. 
  
What can you do as a chapter leader? 

 Identify chapter members to lead grassroots coordination and organization efforts. 

 Encourage chapter members to participate in ASHRAE Technical Committees, which is a great opportunity 
for development of potential public policy and to develop greater subject matter expertise. 

 Ask ASHRAE’s Government Affairs Office to provide you with state legislative tracking information relative 
to states in which your chapter is interested. 

 Plan, set goals, track progress, talk with other chapters, and review plans on an annual basis; and, when 
all else fails. 
Ask ASHRAE's Government Affairs Office staff for guidance, support, and ideas. 

How is this possible and what are the guidelines for working at the grassroots level? 

 Chapters, sections, and their members may not speak for ASHRAE Society without prior approval by 
ASHRAE’s Advocacy Committee and except as permitted by the Rules of the Society Board of Directors, but 
may promote documents approved by the Board (e.g., standards, position statements, briefs). 

 Members may speak for themselves on issues – in particular, relative to their professional credentials and 
technical expertise. 
Individuals may represent themselves as private citizens or as professionals with special knowledge. 

SO 
Be sure to clarify one’s speaking role. 

Why should you get involved? 

 You can become a part of something BIGGER in the ASHRAE family. 

 You can establish relationships with key policymakers both within government ("advocacy") and key 
allies/allied organizations ("government affairs"). 
You will benefit from personal and professional development and become of greater value to your employer 
and to your community. 

What issues should you be on the lookout for? 

 Building energy codes 

 Licensure (e.g., barriers to entry into the profession, continuing education requirements). 

 Building energy disclosure 

 STEM education initiatives 

 Use of voluntary consensus standards – particularly, ASHRAE standards 
General sustainability measures related to built environment 

If you want to take on this tough, but very rewarding task, there are many tools available for those ASHRAE 
members who wish to truly become engineer-advocates. Go to http://www.ashrae.org/advocacy to view just 
some of these resources – and contact ASHRAE’s Government Affairs Staff via email to washdc@ashrae.org or 
by phone at (202) 833-1830. 
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; continued   
 

From Coast to Coast and Across Borders, ASHRAE Grassroots Sprout 
ASHRAE’s new grassroots government activities initiative is growing day-by-day. As noted in the last edition of 
Government Affairs Update, ASHRAE members in California weighed-in in force on a proposal, which, if adopted, would 
prohibit engineers, commissioning agents, and other licensed professionals from performing acceptance tests, while 
allowing only testing, adjusting, and balancing (TAB) agents and electrical contractors to perform such tests. Though the 
outcome of member input in still in question, it underlies the importance of ASHRAE members getting involved when 
appropriate. 
  
How else is ASHRAE expanding its advocacy scope at the chapter level? 

 An ad hoc Society subcommittee is crafting training materials – an “Advocacy 101,” if you will – so that the message 
of member involvement may be easily disseminated and put to good use. 

 Those materials will be put to the test at upcoming Chapter Regional Conferences (CRCs) in Regions II (covers eastern 
Canada) and XI (covers the Pacific Northwest and western Canada) and, thereafter, will be made available to North 
American regions and chapters through various avenues. 

 Also speaking to Canadian chapters, Government Affairs staff is working with leaders in Regions II and XI to develop 
a “gap” analysis to see where member engagement – particularly as far as adoption of ASHRAE standards (e.g., iterations 
of Standard 90.1, Standard 189.1) – is most needed. 

 Government Affairs staff is in conversations with the Southeastern Energy Efficiency Alliance (SEEA) – one of the 
now six regional energy efficiency organizations – to ascertain where their efforts on promoting efficiency in the built 
environment through high-performance codes and standards may gel with what Regions III, IV, VII, and VII members are 
trying to do on that front as well. 
Members in the Central Florida chapter are starting the process of banding together with other engineering societies in the 
Sunshine State to fight any efforts by the state engineering licensing board to impose “master’s or equivalent” requirements 
on individuals seeking PE licensure. 
These are just a handful of initiatives ASHRAE is undertaking to expand its reach in the grassroots arena, so should you 
want to become part of the movement toward a vibrant network of engineer-advocates: 

 Continue reading Government Affairs Update for the latest news from Capitol Hill and beyond; 
Review advocacy resources available on the Government Affairs Website; 

 Contact your chapter leaders about your interest in promoting and preserving the profession; 
Follow us on Twitter (@ASHRAEGovAffs, @ASHRAE_Ames) for regularly updated streams of articles and information 
related to advocacy, standards, and many other topics; and 

Contact ASHRAE’s Washington, DC staff to learn more. 

ASHRAE members cannot stand on the sidelines while public policy is made without their technical expertise, so get in the 
game and make a difference! 
   

ASHRAE Provides Suggestions to EIA for Improving the 2012 CBECS 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) is moving full steam ahead with the 2012 edition of the Commercial 
Buildings Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) – a national survey of U.S. commercial building energy consumption, 
characteristics, and expenditures. The first step in rolling out the 2012 CBECS is designing the questionnaire for the 
Survey. 
  
In an effort to improve the Survey, EIA reached out to ASHRAE and several other building community stakeholders, and 
asked us to submit suggestions for improving the questionnaire. ASHRAE’s comments can be found at http://ow.ly/9P7CX. 
  
EIA is now collecting comments from interested individuals and groups on the 2012 CBECS. A formal request for 
comments will soon appear in the Federal Register, however interested individuals and groups are encouraged to email 
Joelle Michaels, CBECS Survey Manager (Joelle.Michaels@eia.gov), and request additional information prior to the 
announcement to give yourself more time to respond. 
  
In-depth information on the 2012 CBECS and prior Survey editions can be found at www.eia.gov/emeu/cbecs. 
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; continued   

  

Prominent House Republican Releases Budget – Is There Any Relevance for 
ASHRAE? 

Earlier this week U.S. House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan released his budget proposal in a document titled 
“The Path to Prosperity: A Blueprint for American Renewal”. This plan would slash spending for a large list of programs to 
help reduce the federal deficit. This plan is getting a lot of press – and it recently won approval by the House Budget 
Committee (albeit narrowly – the vote was 19 to 18, with two Republicans voting against it). A key question for ASHRAE 
is, does it have much relevance for the Society? 
  
The short answer is ‘no’ – at least not directly. Chairman Ryan’s budget does not directly address building energy 
efficiency, indoor air quality, climate change, water conservation, or science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) education. (These are areas that ASHRAE pays particular attention to.) 
  
The absence of these issues does not mean that they aren’t considered important by House leaders, rather that they are not 
main political targets in Chairman Ryan’s budget plan. 
  
For more information on House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan’s budget proposal, including summary tables, charts, 
and video, visit http://budget.house.gov/fy2013Prosperity. 
 
  

High-Performance Building Congressional Caucus Holds Briefing on SBIC’s 
Beyond Green Awards 

The High-Performance Building Congressional Caucus Coalition held a briefing on Capitol Hill this past Thursday 
showcasing the winners of the Sustainable Buildings Industry Council’s (SBIC) Beyond Green High-Performance Building 
Awards. Winners presented case studies from a wide variety of building types from across the country, which highlight the 
successful integration of sustainability and energy efficiency with cost-effectiveness, safety and security, accessibility, 
historic preservation, and aesthetics. 
  
Additional information on the Beyond Green awards can be found at http://sbicouncil.org/beyond-green. 
  
  

Pentagon Seeks Less for Construction, More for Conservation 
The U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) is making an effort to increase energy efficiency and conservation while pushing 
down costs. Here are a few interesting excerpts from a recent press release on the Pentagon’s FY 2013 budget request: 

 The budget request includes $547 million to replace or renovate 11 Defense Department schools that are in poor or 
failing condition, mostly overseas. By the end of fiscal 2018, more than 70 percent of DOD schools will have been replaced 
or undergone substantial renovation. 

 DOD is the owner of 300,000 buildings. The Department has a $4 billion energy bill for its installations that comes 
almost entirely from commercial power grids. DOD is trying to change that through energy conservation programs and 
innovations in alternative energy. 
The Department has created 70 test projects on innovations in areas such as microgrid and storage technologies, advanced 
lighting controls, high performance cooling systems, waste heat recovery and on-site generation, she said. 

Check out the full release at http://ow.ly/9Q43g. 
  
  

Lawsuit Prompts Smart Meter Opt-Outs for Opponents in Hawaii 
Privacy and security concerns in Hawaii have resulted in a lawsuit that has halted the installation of smart meters in Hawaii 
for those that oppose the devices. More information is available at http://ow.ly/9Q5m4. 
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Building Labeling Program Helps Building Owners Save Energy 
 

ATLANTA– Energy use is one of the highest operating costs for building owners. It is also the most controllable. To help 
owners reduce their energy costs, a new building labeling program is available that not only rates buildings according to 
the in-operation energy use but also provides owners with suggested measures that can improve energy efficiency. 
 
The Building Energy Quotient (bEQ) program assigns to buildings an energy usage quotient based on completion of an in-
operation assessment that includes an ASHRAE Level I Energy Audit.  ASHRAE, a building technology society with more 
than 50,000 members worldwide, is the developer of bEQ. 
 
“bEQ lets a commercial building owner zero in on opportunities to lower building operating cost and make informed 
decisions to increase value,” Tom Phoenix, P.E., a consulting engineer in Greensboro, N.C., who chairs the bEQ 
committee, said.  “The ultimate goal of the program is to encourage more energy efficient buildings and give owners 
more control over rising energy costs.”      
 
The key component of the program is the in-operation assessment and the ASHRAE Level I Energy Audit, which serves as 
the industry standard for determining a building’s energy use and producing an actionable plan to improve building 
performance.  To meet bEQ’s requirements, the assessment must be performed by an ASHRAE-Certified Building Energy 
Assessment Professional who will: 

 Perform a walk-through survey to become familiar with building construction, equipment, operation and 
maintenance. 

 Meet with the owner and operator to learn of special problems or planned improvements and operation or 
maintenance issues. 

 Complete a space function analysis and determine whether efficiency may be affected by functions that differ from 
the original functional intent of the building. 

 Identify low-cost/no-cost changes to the facility or to operations and maintenance procedures that will result from 
these changes with their approximate savings. 

 Provide a summary of special problems or needs including possible revisions to operations and maintenance 
procedures. 

 Recommend potential capital improvements and provide an estimate of potential costs and savings. 
 
Registrants in the bEQ program receive: 

 The bEQ In Operation Workbook of the complete building analysis. 

 The bEQ Certificate presenting key building performance factors for operations staff. 

 The bEQ Dashboard illustrating the level of In Operation performance. 

 The bEQ Plaque showing the building rating for public display. 
 
“The bEQ documentation provides data on actual energy use and other information that will allow owners to evaluate 
and reduce their buildings’ energy consumption,” Phoenix said.  “When all the facts on a building’s energy use are 
known, an owner can make informed decisions to manage energy use.” 
 
“bEQ demonstrates corporate responsibility to employees, tenants, investors and the public,” he said. “The certificate 
provides the necessary documentation to meet disclosure requirements for building and real estate transactions,” he 
added. 
 
bEQ was introduced two years ago as a pilot program with the intent of providing an easily understood scale to convey a 
building’s energy use in comparison to similar buildings and climate zones, while also providing building owners with 
building-specific information that highlights potential energy saving opportunities.  Under the program, buildings are 
eligible to receive an In Operation rating as long as the building has at least 12 months of consecutive energy use data. 
The rating is based on the building and how it is operated. 
“Information on a building's energy use is the critical first step in making the necessary changes and choices to reduce 
energy use and costs,” Phoenix said 
 
The building also can display a plaque —much like a nutrition label or the miles per gallon rating for a car—with an 
easily understood rating scale to allow a comparison of the building’s energy use with similar buildings, as well as 
demonstrate the building owner’s commitment to energy efficiency. 
Building energy use disclosure is already mandatory in California; Washington, D.C.; Austin, Texas; Washington State; 
the European Union; and Australia. 
For more information, visit www.buildingenergyquotient.com. 
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Operation and Maintenance Guideline from ASHRAE Now Available 
 
 
ATLANTA – A newly published guideline from ASHRAE gives facility managers and building operating 
staff a strong foundation on which to improve performance of all buildings. 
 
ASHRAE Guideline 32-2012, Sustainable, High Performance Operation and Maintenance, provides 
guidance on optimizing operation and maintenance of buildings to achieve the lowest economic and 
environmental life cycle cost without sacrificing safety or functionality. 
 
“The guideline will assist those who operate and maintain buildings to achieve high performance: 
safe, productive indoor environments; low economic life cycle cost; low energy, water and resource 
use; and low impacts on the environment,” Michael Bobker, chair of the Guideline 32 committee. 
“The guideline applies to all buildings, not just new ones. We believe that all buildings can move 
toward sustainable high performance in their operations and maintenance.” 
 
The guideline applies to the ongoing operational practices for buildings and systems with respect to 
energy efficiency, occupant comfort, indoor air quality, health and safety. These systems include 
the building envelope, HVAC&R, plumbing, complementary energy systems, and utilities and 
electrical systems. 
 
“Modern air conditioning systems protect the health, comfort and productivity of building 
occupants,” ASHRAE Presidential Member Bill Harrison, whose presidential theme focused on the 
need for operation and maintenance, said. “Unfortunately, they consume a lot of energy while 
providing these benefits.  When these systems are not operated properly, the energy they use can 
increase by 50 percent or more.  ASHRAE Guideline 32 helps building owners and managers evaluate 
and eliminate the wasted energy caused by poor operating procedures.  The elimination of non-
value producing energy helps protect our environment while saving the building owner money.  
Guideline 32 provides a no regrets path to improving energy efficiency in our buildings.” 
 
The guideline contains recommendations for three levels of building oversight: senior managers, 
facility managers and technicians.  Checklists for tracking that appropriate steps are being taken to 
move toward high-performance operation and maintenance are included for each. 
 
Among the items on the checklist are: 
 
 Technicians 

 Develop an HVAC system maintenance program using ANSI/ASHRAE/ACCA Standard 180, 
Standard  Practice for Inspection and Maintenance of Commercial Building HVAC Systems 

 Maintain access and code required clearances to all HVAC and electrical equipment 
 
 Facility managers 

 Develop and implement protocols for good facility/system documentation 
 Establish performance baselines and targets. Institute a system for regular reporting and 

evaluation. 
 
 Senior managers 

 Assess buildings, workforce, practices, management tools and systems 
 Measure and report on building performance as part of regular business analytics 

 
The cost of ASHRAE Guideline 32, Sustainable, High-Performance Operations and Maintenance, is 
$69 ($59, ASHRAE members).  To order, contact ASHRAE Customer Contact Center at 1-800-527-
4723 (United States and Canada) or 404-636-8400 (worldwide), fax 404-321-5478, or visit 
www.ashrae.org/bookstore 
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Engineered Design Group (EDG) is accepting resumes for full 
and part time positions for a mid level mechanical designer 

for high energy projects.   
 

Applicant must be proficient in ACAD2009 or higher, Microsoft 
Word and Excel, and be able to work in an organized and 

independent manner with a minimum of 5 years experience 
in the retail and commercial sector. 

 
Experience with boiler/chiller piping/sizing a plus. 

   
Send resume to dam@edg-ce.com for consideration.   

 
Please include cover letter with contact information. 
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Advertising Rates 
 

 
Newsletter Ad Includes: 

 Business Card ad in 3 Newsletters (next newsletter is May, will be published the end of the     
   month) 

COST: $75 
 
 
Website Ad Includes: 

 Business card ad on website for 1 year (starts month payment and business card are received) 
 Link to your website 

COST: $300 
 
 
Newsletter and Website Includes: 

 Business card ad in newsletters through June 2012 
 Business card ad on website for 1 year 
 Link to your website 

COST: $350 


